
 

 

 

 

Welcome to 2020 at Broadford Primary School. It was 

wonderful to see so many happy students arriving at 

school as they caught up with friends and teachers and 

settled back into school.  A very special welcome to our 

new students and families and especially to our 

foundation students who are beginning their primary 

school education.  

I would like to thank our staff who did an incredible job preparing for the start of the 

year. It was clear that hours of work went into the preparation for the children’s start 

with many teams meeting over the Christmas break.  A huge thank you goes to Des 

O’Connor for his hard work in preparing the grounds buildings ready for the start of 

the year. The pride he takes in maintaining our school is amazing. 

 

Welcome BBQ & Celebration of Ready to Learn Program 

We have begun the year with our ‘Ready To Learn’ program. This 

program establishes the routines and expectations that enables us 

to create a positive learning environment.  

On Thursday 13th February we would like to invite all families to a 

welcome BBQ.  This is also an opportunity to see your child’s 

classroom, meet their teacher as well as meet other families at the school.  

 

On Friday 14th February we will be having some special activities to celebrate the 

completion of our Ready to Learn program.  Classrooms will be open from 9am – 10am 

for families and friends to come and see the work the children have been doing.  From 

10am – 11am you are invited to join us for some team challenge activities across the 

school.  This will be followed by a picnic morning tea on the oval.  The day will conclude 

with our first whole school assembly at 2.45pm.  We hope that you will be able to join 

us for some of these activities. 

 



 

Communication with 

families is important to us.  

Our school newsletter will 

be  published fortnightly 

starting next week and a 

calender of events will be 

published on alternative 

weeks.   Please find attached to this week’s newsletter a flyer outlining the ways you 

can keep informed about what is happening at Broadford Primary School.  Teachers are 

happy to discuss your child and their progress with you, if you would like to meet with 

them please organise a time to meet with them.      

 

I am very excited about the year ahead which promises to be filled with wonderful 

learning opportunities for all our students. Open and honest communication is key to 

helping our children. If you have any concerns please talk to us before getting anxious 

or upset. Don’t forget that we also love it when you talk to us about the positives! 

 

Corona Virus 

Please find attached to this week’s newsletter a fact sheet issued by the Victoria’s 

Chief Medical Officer and the Department of Health and Human Services regarding 

the corona virus. 

 

Mrs. Jennene Cooney 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Term 1 Dates to Remember 

Date Event 

Tuesday 4th 

Feb 

Grade 3-6 Swimming program commences 

Wednesday 

5th Feb 

Foundation students do not attend 

Wednesday 

12th Feb  

Foundation students do not attend 

Thursday 13th 

Feb 

Welcome BBQ (all families welcome) 

Friday 14th 

Feb 

9– 10am Open classrooms 

10-11am Team Challenge Activities 

11am – Picnic on the Oval 

2.45pm – Whole school Assembly 

(all families welcome) 

Wednesday 

19th Feb 

Foundation students do not attend 

Wednesday 

26th Feb 

Foundation students do not attend 

Friday 21st 

Feb 

District Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 27th 

Feb 

9am - Classroom Helper Program 

Friday 28th 

Feb 

2.45pm Whole School Assembly 

(all families welcome) 

Tuesday 3rd 

March  

Division Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 5th 

March  

Grade 3-6 School Swimming Sports 

Friday 6th 

March  

School Photos 

Monday 9th 

March  

Labour Day (students do not attend school) 

Friday 13th 

March 

2.45pm Whole School Assembly 

(all families welcome) 

Tuesday 17th 

March  

Regional Swimming Carnival 

Friday 20th 

March 

National Day of Action Against Bullying 

 

Friday 27th 

March 

2.00pm Whole School End of term Assembly 

(all families welcome) 

School finishes at 2.30pm 
 



 

Broadford Primary School – 

Parent communication 

Effective communication with parents is very importance to us at BPS and we 

welcome opportunities to meet with parents and carers and work together to support children.  There are a 

number of communication channels we use to keep you informed of what is happening at BPS.  We have outlined 

these below so that you can stay up to date with us.  

Facebook   

We use facebook to celebrate, notify and remind everyone of events happening at the school.  Often we will 

celebrate with just photos something that is happening.  

We upload our newsletter link and other links to the facebook group. We keep this as a closed group for privacy 

of students, teachers and parents.  Membership is only available for current parents, grandparents, caregivers, 

guardians and staff. To become a member you MUST answer the question and put the students full name and 

if not YOUR child then your relationship or reason.  Search for Broadford Primary School Group.  Select the group 

that has the picture of the school gate.  If you invite another person to the group you need to tell them to answer 

the questions.  We will remove/block anyone who is disrespectful or bully’s.   

BPS Website - www.broadps.vic.edu.au 

Our website contains almost everything you will need to know.  You can access school policies, newsletters and 

camp information etc.  Way too much to mention so please go and have a look.  You can also notify student 

absences on the website. 

Compass School Manager  

We use compass as the school reporting system.  Parents can use Compass to view and print Student Reports, 

notify student absence, update parent details and access documents and forms.  Teachers and parents can email 

each other.  The link to log into Compass is located on our webpage.  Please contact the office for your username 

and password. 

Phone -  57841221 

You can contact the office by phone between 8.30am and 4.15pm.  It is an extremely busy time in the office 

from 8.30 to 9.30 therefore it may be better to use one of the above methods to notify the school of an 

absence. 

 

Newsletter –  

Our newsletter is published fortnightly on a Friday.  It contains celebrations of student learning and 

community interest items.  On alternate Fridays a calendar of events is published to keep you up to date with 

upcoming events.  This is available electronically.  A limited number of hard copies are available from the office 

 

 

 

http://www.broadps.vic.edu.au/


 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

 

Last updated 29 January 2020 

An outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was detected in Wuhan, China in late December 2019. 

Cases have been reported predominantly in the city of Wuhan, in the Hubei province of China, as well 

as some other Chinese cities and countries, including two confirmed cases in Victoria, Australia. 

What is this virus?  

Coronaviruses can make humans and animals sick. Some coronaviruses can cause illness similar to 

the common cold and others can cause more serious diseases, including Severe Acute Respiratory 

Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).  

The virus seen in Hubei Province, China is called ‘novel’ because it is new. It has not been detected 

before this outbreak. Most people infected live in, or travelled to, Hubei Province, China. There have 

been cases of 2019-nCoV reported in other Chinese provinces and other countries. It is likely that the 

virus originally came from an animal, and there is now evidence that it can spread from person-to-

person.  

What are the symptoms?  

Symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, or shortness of breath. Symptoms can take up to 14 

days to develop. 

What if my child is well, and returning to school after being in 
Hubei province, China or other countries with cases in the last 14 
days? 

All students and staff members who have travelled to Hubei Province, China, are advised to 

stay at home and avoid public settings, including attendance at schools and early learning 

centres, until 14 days after last being in Hubei province, China.  

Children and staff who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas 

where there have been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools 

and child care services unless the following applies: 

The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus   

The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days 

What if my child feels sick now or within 14 days of being in Hubei 
Province, China or another part of China?  

If your child has a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath, they must be excluded from school and 

be reviewed by a doctor.  

Seek medical attention but first place a mask on the student if you have one and call the doctor or 

hospital before you attend. Tell them your child has been in Hubei province, China, or the location 

of travel within China. 

When you get to the hospital or doctor’s clinic, tell them where your child has travelled in China and 

whether this included Hubei Province. Ensure a mask is placed on your child before or as soon as 

you arrive at the medical facility. 



 

If your child has severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath:  

Call 000 and request an ambulance, and  

Inform the paramedics where your child has been in China. 

How can I help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV? 

Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence. The most important actions are: 

Wash your hands often with soap and water 

Cough and sneeze into your elbow 

Where can I get more information?  

For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus 

For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus 

For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus 

WHO resources  https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus  

 

 

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne. 

© State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, January 2020. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus
https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

